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 Brazilian government is considering the withdrawal of the 10% tariff levied on 

corn imports from outside Mercosur to make room for the "unusual" purchases 

of grain produced in the United States, mainly for the Brazilian northeast. Ac-

cording to the Ministry of Agriculture, a proposal will be sent to the Camex 

(Chamber of Commerce) for exemption from corn import tax for purchases from 
outside the Mercosur aiming to ease the supply in Brazil, taking on considera-

tion high cereal prices. 

 

 The Brazilian trade balance registered a surplus of USD 925 million in the third 

week of April, according to the ministry. The result is consequence of exports of 

USD 3.670 billion and imports which totalized USD 2.745 billion, making that 

the positive balance of the year can reach USD 10.936 billion. The daily average 

of exports remained stable at USD 757.5 million, since the average of imports 

fell 28.3% from the previous week to USD 525.8 million. 

 

 The Port of Rio Grande grew 11.2% in cargo handling in the first quarter of this 

year compared to the same period in 2015. In total, 7,128,598 tons passed 

through the port in the first three months of the year, and the highlight was 

general cargo with 1,700,744 tons, representing 44.4% of total volume.. 

 

 Brazilian exports of grains (soy and corn) beat the two records in the first quar-

ter of this year. The first one was 22.3 million tons shipped during the period 

recorded the highest number for the first three months of a year. The second 

one was 10.4 million tons shipped only in March meant record volume for the 
month. The Port of Santos represented 47% of total exports in the quarter and 

also registering a record for the period to 10.54 million tons. The port of Santos 

has maintained its growth in the export of commodities quoted even with the 

exponential growth of this operation in the Arco Norte ports. 

 

 Facing problems in the domestic market, automakers in Brazil see abroad the 

chance to keep active its production lines. The manufacturer of trucks and 

buses, MAN Latin America prepares entry into five new countries in Africa and 
the Middle East. In this case, it will open up overseas units in CKD system 

(where parts of vehicles are produced in Brazil and shipped in kits to be assem-

bled). BMW, which opened factory in Araquari (SC) in October 2014, an-

nounced that it will start exports to the US in July. They will be shipped 10,000 

cars a year. 


