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NEWS 
 The sugar market in Brazil is going through a positive moment that can be extended 

for the next three or four years. Despite the anticipation of sugarcane crop in South-
east-Center region, prices have remained firm at the beginning of cycle. It is ex-
pected to rise even further until the end of the year in view of the international sup-
ply restriction. According to the Center for Advanced Studies in Applied Economics 
(Cepea / ESALQ / USP), white sugar was marketed in March at a price 40% higher 
than the same period last year. The price is a reflection of crop failure in major pro-
ducing countries such as India and Thailand. 

 

 The new dolphins that make up the berth for special cargo in the Port of Paranaguá 

will assist  import and export of vehicles, machinery, equipment and other types of 
loadings that can be handled directly from the ship to the dock. The new structure 
will increase the port's capacity for ships 15 more per month, with an average time 
of 12 hours of operation. In 2015, the Port of Paranaguá received 123 vessels for the 
transport of vehicles, machinery and equipment, with an average capacity to carry 3 
to 5 thousand vehicles. The export of vehicles from Paranaguá had a strong high in 
the period from January to March 2016, with 15,700 cars exported by Paraná port, 
a volume more than three times higher than exported last year, when the handling 
was 4.2 thousand vehicles. 

 

 The deterioration in oil prices is turning into one of the largest avalanches in the 

history of corporations in the United States, with 59 oil and gas companies going 
bankrupt at the time, after the bankruptcy of Midstates Petroleum and Ultra Petro-
leum. The number of bankruptcies in the US energy sector is approaching the im-
pressive 68 applications seen during the deep shock of telecommunications in 2002 
and 2003, according to Reuters information. 

 

 The oil production of OPEC rose in April to near the highest level in recent history, 

according to a Reuters survey last week, an increase of extraction led by Iran and 
Iraq more than offsetting a strike in Kuwait and other interruptions. The world's 
largest oil exporter, Saudi Arabia, however, made no major change in production, 
according to the survey, although the kingdom insinuate that could increase after 
OPEC and other countries not to agree to reduce extraction at a meeting on April 
17th. Production of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) rose 
to 32.64 million barrels per day (bpd) compared with 32.47 million bpd in March, 
according to the survey, carried out based on shipment data, information industry, 
OPEC and consultants. The volume was close to the maximum recorded in January, 
to 32.65 million bpd, when Indonesia returned to join the group. 

 

 In April, the Brazilian trade balance closed with a surplus of USD 4.86 billion, the 

highest monthly surplus in 2016. Total exports totalized USD 15.37 billion. Of this 
total, USD 6.72 billion are from the agribusiness, representing 43.7% of everything 
that is sent to the outside, according to the Ministry of Development, Industry and 
Foreign Trade (MDIC). Last month, the highlights in exports were soybeans (US $ 
3.53 billion in sales) and soybean meal (US $ 452 million). 


