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 The Board of the US Grains, a non-profit entity, is preparing a strategy to pro-

mote ethanol in the country to markets such as Mexico, Japan and India, said 

its president, Tom Sleight. The plan comes from a series of seminars held by 

the Council on the use of ethanol in China. The United States, the world’s larg-

est producers of biofuels, are able to export about 3.4 billion liters of ethanol 

this year, according to the US Renewable Fuels Association.  

 

 The Port of Paranagua beat the record of sugar shipped in a single vessel. It was 

loaded 62.600 tons of the product in the Liberian flag Ship M/V “Star Kyoto”, 
exceeding by 19% the previous record from 2001, when they had shipped 

52,500 tons in just one Ship. The destination of cargo loaded was Jebel Ali port 

in United Arab Emirates. The operation was only possible because of recent 

investments in dredging the berths and the port channel, which increased the 

draft and allowed the Ship to load such quantity of cargo. 
 

 Petrobras informed that its total production of oil and natural gas in September 

was 2.88 million barrels of oil equivalent per day (boed), with 2.75 million boed 
produced in Brazil and 0.13 million boed abroad . This result represents an 

increase of 1.4% in the total production of the company in relation to August. 

Total production of oil and gas in Brazil is a new monthly record, surpassing 

the 2.72 million boed achieved in August 2016. The average oil production in 

the country, which reached 2.24 million barrels per day (bpd ) in September, 

also constituted a new record. 
 

 The Vale, the global largest producer of iron ore, preliminarily estimated that 

the production of the commodity in 2017 should be between 360 million and 

380 million tons, according to information from the third quarter production 

report. This projected volume, added Vale, must still be ratified in Valeday 2016 

annual event of the company, after the completion of planning and approval by 

its Board of Directors. As for 2016, Vale said the estimate is an annual supply 
in the range of the lower limit of the original guidance of 340 million to 350 mil-

lion tons. 
 

 The World Bank raised its forecast price for oil in 2017 to USD 55 a barrel this 

week, compared to USD 53 per barrel, due to the expectation of an agreement 

between the countries of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries 

(OPEC) to help reduce the excess supply. Energy prices, including oil, natural 
gas and coal, are expected to rise nearly 25 percent next year, a larger increase 

than previously envisaged, the World Bank said in a quarterly report forecast 

for commodity markets. 


