
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Star News 

D E C E M B E R  0 2 N D , 2 0 1 6  E D I T I O N  1 9 1  

NEWS 
 President Michel Temer sanctioned on this week the law that stripped 

Petrobras of the obligation to be the sole operator of the pre-salt, which 

was holding new oil field auctions in this new gas oil frontier in the 

country. The law changes the rule created by the Dilma Rousseff gov-

ernment, which determined that the state-owned company had to be 

the sole pre-salt operator and partner of 30% of all consortiums that 

exploited this wealth in the country. 

 Dozens of sugarcane mills in south-central Brazil closed the 2016/17 

harvest early in the first half of November, slowing sugar and ethanol 

production in the region, which may have a harvest lower than ex-

pected, the Union of the Sugarcane Industry (Unica) said this week. 

Sugarcane processing reached 21.76 million tons of sugarcane in the 

first half of this month, down 15.3 per cent year-on-year and 31.5 per 

cent down from the second half of October. 

 Brazil's soybean shipments in 2016 are expected to reach 50 million 

tonnes, according to the National Exporters Association of Cereals 

(Anec) statement this week. Down from an earlier estimate of 51-52 mil-

lion tonnes, after weak shipments in November. Brazil's exports last 

month reached 289.000 tonnes, whereas it reached 1.7 millions in the 

same period in 2015. 

 Hydrated ethanol prices fell in 13 Brazilian states this week and rose in 

another 13 and the Federal District, according to data from the Nation-

al Petroleum, Natural Gas and Biofuels Agency (ANP). In São Paulo, the 

main producer and consumer state, the quotation rose 0.41% in the 

week to R$ 2,686, and in the period of one month accumulated a rise of 

6.17%. In the week, the biggest increase in prices was registered in To-

cantins (2.39%), while the largest decline occurred in Acre (1.66%). The 

largest monthly decline, of 1.63%, was also in Acre and the highest in-

crease was in Bahia (8.09%). In the Brazilian average, ethanol had a 

slight increase of 0.04% in the week and an increase of 4.92% in the 

period of one month. 


