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Corn ethanol production and imports  

expand biofuel offer in the off-season 

Ethanol produced from corn accounted for 94% of 

biofuel production in the second half of January, tota-

ling 95.37 million liters in the period. As the quantity of 

sugarcane processed by the units in the Center-South 

totaled only 86.80 thousand tons in the first fifteen days 

of the month, the production of sugarcane ethanol and 

sugar were residual. The amount of sugar produced 

reached 3.65 thousand tons in the period, while the 

volume of sugar cane ethanol totaled only 5.99 million 

liters. As a result, the total volume of ethanol produced 

in the fortnight reached 101.36 million liters (94.26 million 

liters of hydrated ethanol and 7.10 million liters of 

anhydrous ethanol). In addition to the production of 

corn ethanol and inventories at the plants, the offer of 

biofuel in the off-season was expanded with the import 

of 177.72 million liters in January, according to informa-

tion from SECEX (Secretaria de Comércio Exterior  - 

Secretaria de Comércio Exterior). Of this total imported 

in the month, 95.76 million liters were registered in ports 

in the Center-South. 

 

Oil rises with prospect of  

further OPEC production cut 

Oil prices have soared this week, with investors expec-

ting the world's biggest producers to cut production 

further. Brent crude ended the session with an increase 

of USD 0.55, or 1%, to USD 56.34 per barrel, while oil in 

the US rose USD 0.25, or 0.5%, to USD 51.42 per barrel. 

OPEP (Organização dos Países Exportadores de Petró-

leo - Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries) has 

reduced its forecast for oil demand by 2020 by 200,000 

BPD, raising expectations that the group of producers 

and their allies could further reduce production. The oil 

price action possibly suggests that there is a floor. As 

long as the coronavirus does not show strong signs that 

the spread of the virus is intensifying, WTI oil could run 

around USD 50.00. Demand for oil in China, the world's 

second largest consumer, has fallen due to travel res-

trictions and quarantines. 

. 

Sugar prices close sharply lower  

in London and New York 

Sugar prices suffered a sharp devaluation this week on 

international exchanges. In New York, raw sugar closed 

down 62 points at the March 2020 maturity, with deals 

signed at USD 15.16 per pound. The screen for May 2020 

devalued 28 points, trading at USD 14.78 pound. The 

screens for July 2020, October 2020 and March 2021, fell 

by 23, 17 and 9 points, respectively. In London, white 

sugar fell by USD 25.10 a tonne in March 2020, trading 

at USD 425.90. The lots due in May 2020 were traded at 

USD 418.20 per ton, down USD 11.40. In other maturities, 

the low fluctuated between USD 3.70 and USD 7.90 

compared to the previous day. 

 

 

North Star Training 

 

North Star develops trai-

ning in a variety of areas, 

helping partners achieve 

excellence. We conduct 

courses within our facili-

ties, or InCompany trai-

ning. Make your quote. 

 

 

 

To know more visit our 

Website: 

www.nsshipping.com.br 

training@nsshipping.com.br 

 

 

Ports of Paraná 

 

The Ports of Paranaguá and Antoni-

na handled 3.44 million tons of cargo 

on January, according to APPA, i.e. 

Port Authority of Ports Paranaguá 

and Antonina, report. There was an 

increase in the volume of general 

cargo and liquid bulk, especially 

shipments of sugar in bags, contai-

ners, vegetable oil and petroleum 

products. Solid bulks represent more 

than 55% of the movement (1.9 mil-

lion tons), but the greatest growth 

occurred in shipments and landings 

of liquid bulk (+ 25% compared to the 

same month of the previous year) 

and general cargo (+ 19% in the 

same basis of comparison). Among 

liquid bulk, the handling of vegetable 

oils, mainly soy, was 27,548 tons in 

January, 6% above the same period 

in 2019. 

Shipping Agency 

The shipping agency service values for quality 

and agility in attendance of foreign and Brazilian 

flag vessels, provision of information to compani-

es involved in foreign trade and internal market in 

real time, with competitive prices in relation to 

port and maritime costs, and the search for har-

mony between public and private stakeholders in 

the supply chain. North Star operates in different 

segments, serving bulk vessels (solid and liquid), 

loose cargo, offshore ships, project cargo, dred-

gers and passenger ships, providing quality servi-

ces for large and consolidated market players. 

 

Shipbrokers 

As a result of negotiation and relationship skills 

with leading Shipowners and their representatives 

in 5 (five) continents, competitive prices of freight 

and special conditions on hiring of vessels are 

offered, thus helping trading companies, impor-

ters and exporters that need to transport their 

cargo around the world. 

 

Consultancy  

It offers the market solution in the resolution of 

maritime demurrage disputes, making the mana-

gement of recovery or settlement with the invol-

ved shipping companies. The technical, pre-

operational and operational follow-up is perfor-

med of vessels in ports, ensuring that contract 

clauses will be achieved and complied.  

 

Customs Clearence 

Customs clearance is a fiscal procedure by 

which all goods coming or going abroad must be 

submitted for the exporter to receive final permis-

sion to send their goods and the importer obtains 

authorization to receive their imported goods. 

Our function as Customs Brokers is to prepare and 

sign the documents that serve as basis for cus-

toms clearance, import and export, verifying the 

tariff framework of the respective merchandise 

and arranging the payment of import taxes and 

industrialized products, as well as the state tax 

(ICMS). We act toward to several public agencies 

linked to numerous Government Ministries 

(Health, Agriculture, Industry and Commerce, 

Finance, and others), finalizing the obtaining of 

documents or information via Siscomex necessary 

for the fiscal procedure (import licenses, export 

records, certificates of origin, phytosanitary certifi-

cates, among others). Our goal is to bring our 

customers, importers and exporters, peace of 

mind to carry out their activities in foreign trade 

with the highest transparency and efficiency 

throughout the process.  


