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With limited supply, Brazil will reduce its biodiesel 

mix for November and December 

The collegiate board of regulator ANP (Agência Nacional 

do Petróleo, Gás Natural e Biocombustíveis - National Agen-

cy of Petroleum, Natural Gas and Biofuels) approved this 

week the exceptional and temporary reduction of the 

percentage of mandatory mixture of biodiesel to diesel oil, 

from the current 12% to 11% in the two-month period from 

November to December 2020, facing a shortage of soybe-

ans, the main raw material for biofuel in the country. The 

measure is necessary to continue the national supply, since 

the supply of biodiesel for the aforementioned period could 

not be sufficient to meet the 12% mixture of diesel B, which 

has been widely consumed, despite the current pandemic 

situation. The reduction of the mixture to 11% was one of the 

possibilities pointed out by members of the industry at the 

current juncture. According to associations of producers, 

the ANP could temporarily reduce the mix if it evaluated 

insufficient offers at the auction held earlier this week. In the 

two-month period of September and October, the ANP had 

already reduced the mandatory mix temporarily from 12% 

to 10%, amid high biofuel prices, which rose more than 40% 

in the August auction compared to the previous event.  

 

Brazil predicts 4.3% increase in  

the 2020/2021 grain harvest 

The total harvest of grains and oilseeds in Brazil 2020/2021 

was estimated this week at a record 268.7 million tons, an 

increase of 11 million tons or 4.3% compared to 2019/2020, 

with the boost of large expected soybean and corn har-

vests, according to a report by CONAB (Companhia Nacio-

nal de Abastecimento - National Supply Company). At the 

time when the planting of these crops is in its initial phase in 

most states, amid high prices resulting from strong demand 

and an exchange rate that stimulates exports, the CONAB 

cited an expected increase in productivity, as it projects an 

increase of only 1.3% in the planted area in comparison with 

the previous harvest, to 66.8 million hectares. The CONAB 

recalled that the greater increase in production than in the 

area occurs in the expectation of a recovery in productivity 

in the state of Rio Grande do Sul, whose crops were severely 

affected by the drought in the last harvest, in addition to 

the expectation of better yields for second corn harvest in 

the Center-South region.  

 

Climate remain to sustain high sugar prices 

New York crude sugar futures contracts maturing in March 

2021 hit a seven-month high, trading at USD 14.17 per 

pound, up 3 points compared with the day before. The 

screen for May 2021 rose 1 point, traded at USD 13.74 per 

pound. The other contracts increased between 2 and 4 

points. Operators reported that the funds continue to in-

crease long positions in view of the adverse climate scena-

rio in Brazil. Other news awaited by analysts and operators in 

the world sugar market are the harvest balance that UNICA 

(União da Agroindústria Canavieira do Estado de São Paulo 

- Union of Sugarcane Agroindustry of the State of São Paulo) 

should release in the coming days, referring to the second 

half of September, as well as the impacts drought in Brazil.  

North Star Training 

 

North Star develops trai-

ning in a variety of areas, 

helping partners achieve 

excellence. We conduct 

courses within our facili-

ties, or InCompany trai-

ning. Make your quote. 

 

 

 

To know more visit our 

Website: 

www.nsshipping.com.br 

training@nsshipping.com.br 

 

Port of Paraná 

 

The volume of cargo handled by the 

ports of the state of Paraná continu-

es to rise in 2020. Comparing the 

months of September, this and last 

year, the registered increase is over 

28%. In the last month, 5.26 million 

tonnes were shipped and landed in 

the state. In the same 30 days, in 

2019, the volume of operations was 

about 4.1 million tonnes. In the accu-

mulated result for the year, from 

January to September, the increase 

registered is 11% in relation to the 

same period in 2019. This year, 43.9 

million tonnes were imported and 

exported through the terminals of 

Paraná. Last year, in the nine months, 

39.7 million tonnes.  

Shipping Agency 

The shipping agency service values for quality and 

agility in attendance of foreign and Brazilian flag 

vessels, provision of information to companies invol-

ved in foreign trade and internal market in real time, 

with competitive prices in relation to port and mariti-

me costs, and the search for harmony between 

public and private stakeholders in the supply chain. 

North Star operates in different segments, serving 

bulk vessels (solid and liquid), loose cargo, offshore 

ships, project cargo, dredgers and passenger ships, 

providing quality services for large and consolidated 

market players. 

 

Shipbrokers 

As a result of negotiation and relationship skills with 

leading Shipowners and their representatives in 5 

(five) continents, competitive prices of freight and 

special conditions on hiring of vessels are offered, 

thus helping trading companies, importers and ex-

porters that need to transport their cargo around the 

world. 

 

Consultancy  

It offers the market solution in the resolution of mariti-

me demurrage disputes, making the management 

of recovery or settlement with the involved shipping 

companies. The technical, pre-operational and ope-

rational follow-up is performed of vessels in ports, 

ensuring that contract clauses will be achieved and 

complied.  

 

Customs Clearence 

Customs clearance is a fiscal procedure by which all 

goods coming or going abroad must be submitted 

for the exporter to receive final permission to send 

their goods and the importer obtains authorization to 

receive their imported goods. Our function as Cus-

toms Brokers is to prepare and sign the documents 

that serve as basis for customs clearance, import and 

export, verifying the tariff framework of the respecti-

ve merchandise and arranging the payment of im-

port taxes and industrialized products, as well as the 

state tax (ICMS). We act toward to several public 

agencies linked to numerous Government Ministries 

(Health, Agriculture, Industry and Commerce, Finan-

ce, and others), finalizing the obtaining of docu-

ments or information via Siscomex necessary for the 

fiscal procedure (import licenses, export records, 

certificates of origin, phytosanitary certificates, 

among others). Our goal is to bring our customers, 

importers and exporters, peace of mind to carry out 

their activities in foreign trade with the highest trans-

parency and efficiency throughout the process.  


